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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The modifications to the drawings were received on 08/15/2005. These 
modifications are accepted by the Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 08/15/2005 have been fully considered and they 
are persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

In view of the amendment filed on 08/15/2005, the Examiner withdraws the 35 
USC § 103 rejections of the previous Office Action. 

EXAMINER'S STATEMENT FOR REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE^ 
Claims 24-35 are allowable over prior art. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 24-35 
are allowed because the references cited fail to teach, as applicant has, an inductively 
loaded folded cascode circuit that inputs an input differential signal having referenced 
output level and outputs a current; an input current load circuit that inputs the current 
from the inductively-loaded folded cascode circuit and outputs an output differential 
signal having a ground-referenced output level; a plurality of gain cells, each gain cell 
coupled to the input current load circuit and receiving the output differential signal, each 
gain cell comprising two current mirror circuits; and a plurality of switching circuits, each 
switching circuit coupled to one of the plurality of gain cells and each switching circuit 
operating in a positive mode and in a negative mode, the negative mode having an 
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opposite polarity to the positive mode, and wlierein the plurality of switching circuits 
operate to place more of the plurality of gain cells in the positive mode than In the 
negative mode, as the applicant has claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Khoury et al. (US 5867778) title discloses a switched gain 
element that has an input differential transistor pair and a gain control stage formed of a 
transistor quad. Brunner (US 6046640 A) discloses a switched-gain cascode amplifier 
using loading network for gain control. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Juan A. Torres whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-31 19. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad H. Ghayour can be reached on (571) 272-3021. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Juan Alberto Torres 
08-29-2005 
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